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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to Amendment filed July 31 , 2008. Claims 1 , 
3-15 and 17-29 are pending. Claims 1, 3, 15, 17-20, 22, 23, and 25-29 are amended. 
Claims 2 and 16 are cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Referring to the objection to the drawings. Applicant's provision of a 
Replacement sheet for Fig. 9 is acknowledged. As such, the objection to the drawings is 

withdrawn. 

3. Referring to the 35 (JSC 1 1 2 second paragraph rejections of claims 1 -29, 
Applicant's amendments are acknowledged. As such, the 35 USC 112 second 
paragraph rejections of the claims are withdrawn. 

4. Referring to the 35 USC 101 rejection of claim 29, Applicant's amendments to 
the claim are acknowledged. As such, the 35 USC 101 rejection of the claim is 
withdrawn. 

5. Applicant's arguments filed with respect to claims 1,3-15 and 1 7-29 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Referring to claim 1 , Applicant argues that McCoskey fails to teach setting a 
program at which operations are started based on a user supplying a control signal. 
However, Examiner respectfully disagrees. McCoskey teaches that a user can input a 
search criteria specifying a particular program title, for example "the Titanic", thereby 
initiating a search operation with a starting program "Titanic" (see Fig. 18b, para. 62-63). 



Application/Control Number: 10/522,640 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2169 

McCoskey furthermore teaches a user terminal 202 that is equipped with user input 
devices 214, which enable the user to input search requests for programs via search 
criteria that are communicated to content search, packaging and delivery system 200 
(see para. 43-46, 56, 82). As such. Examiner maintains that McCoskey does teach 
setting a program at which operations are started based on a user supplying a control 
signal. 

Referring to claim 1 , Applicant argues that McCoskey fails to teach searching the 
database for information on programs in response to the supply of the control signal by 
the user using information identifying the starting program set. However, Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. McCoskey teaches that in response to the user's selection 
(control signal input via the user terminal 202 and user input devices 214) of search 
criteria "Program title = Titanic", the suggestion database 308 is searched using the 
selected search criteria to find other programming content related to the requested 
search criteria in some way (para. 62-64). As such, Examiner maintains that McCoskey 
does teach searching the database for information on programs in response to the 
supply of the control signal by the user using information identifying the starting program 
set. 

The rejections of claims 3-15 and 17-29 are also maintained for the same 
reasons as claim 1 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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6. Claims 1, 3-8, 10, 15, 17-22, 24 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by US Publication Number 2003/0028889 by McCoskey et al 
(hereafter McCoskey). 

Referring to claim 15, McCoskey discloses an information processing method for 
supporting operations on program contents distributed at scheduled times where 
information on each program content is managed using a database (Technical Field, 
Summary), the method comprising: 

- setting a program at which the operations are started, based on a user supplying 
a control signal for selecting as the starting program, program contents from a 
predetermined program table accessed by the user (see search request criteria 
'Program title' = "Titanic", in predetermined program search criteria table, see 
Fig. 18b, para. 62-63; user terminal 202 is equipped with user input devices 214 
with which the user can input search requests for programs, para. 43-46, 56, 82); 

- searching the database for information on programs in all program states to 
extract programs related to the starting program, wherein the searching uses 
information identifying the starting program and is in response to the supply of 
the control signal (searching of suggestion database for programs related by 
category or theme to, for example, the Titanic as selected by the user in the 
search request form (received by user terminal 202), the search request form 
including the search request criteria 'Program title' = "Titanic", para. 62-64); 
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- generating a starting-program-related information page including the extracted 
related programs (search results form, para. 67, Fig. 5 and 19a-b); and 

- presenting a detailed operation screen in response to the selection of a program 
related to the starting program on the starting-program-related information page, 
the detailed operation screen including a method of operation that can be used 
for the related program depending on the program state of the related program 
(selection of documentary type, para. 68). 

Referring to claim 29, the limitations of the claim repeat the respective limitations 
of claim 15 above in the form of a computer program (para. 57, 66, and 101). As such, 
claim 29 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 15. 

Referring to claim 1 , the limitations of the claim are similar to those of claim 1 5 in 
the form of an apparatus (Abstract). Claim 1 additionally recites a program information 
managing section which manages information on program contents (para. 20, 57, 116 
and 120). 

Referring to claims 3 and 17, McCoskey discloses an ID of the set starting 
program (see user rating criteria. Fig. 18b). 

Referring to claims 4 and 18, McCoskey discloses generating the starting- 
program-related information page by extracting related programs from at least a date of 



Application/Control Number: 10/522,640 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2169 

broadcast, a time of broadcast, and a broadcast station name, at tlie time tlie starting 
program is set (see date, time and content provider criteria. Fig. 18b; para. 100). 

Referring to claims 5 and 19, McCoskey discloses managing program 
information including a plurality of items to which degrees of relationship to programs 
are assigned; and retrieving programs related to the starting program with respect to 
each of the plurality of items based on the degrees of relationship to the starting 
program and generates the starting-program-related information page by arranging 
results of the retrieval (para. 64). 

Referring to claims 6 and 20, McCoskey discloses generating the starting- 
program-related information page from the results of the retrieval by arranging the 
related programs in descending order of the items in the degrees of relationship with the 
starting program (para. 64-68 and 97). 

Referring to claims 7 and 21 , McCoskey discloses a reception section which 
receives program contents and a recording section which performs recording and 
preset recording of the received program contents (user terminal 202 receives and 
records downloaded program content, see Fig. 2, element 202; para. 43-46); wherein 
the program states include at least one of a state in which program contents have 
already been recorded, a state in which the recording has not been made yet, a state in 
which presetting for recording has already been made, a state in which presetting for 
recording has not been made yet, or a state in which program contents have not been 
received yet (para 45 and 61). 
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Referring to claims 8 and 22, McCoskey discloses displaying the program state 
associated with each piece of related information on the starting-program-related 
information page (scheduling and availability of program data, para. 61; see also Fig. 
19b). 

Referring to claims 10 and 24, McCoskey discloses maintaining a display history 
of the starting-program-related page (para. 101). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

7. Claims 9, 11-14, 23 and 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Publication Number 2003/0028889 by McCoskey et a! (hereafter 
McCoskey) as applied to claims 1 and 15 above, and further in view of US Patent 
Number 5,479,266 issued to Young et al (hereafter Young). 

Referring to claims 9, 11-13, 23 and 25-27, McCoskey discloses all of the above 
claimed subject matter, however fails to disclose: 

- displaying an icon indicating a program state associated with each piece of 
related information on a program-related information page (claims 9 and 23); 

- a detailed operation screen that presents erasure of record as a method of 
operation when a program state of a selected related program is a state in which 
program contents have already been recorded (claims 1 1 and 25); 
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- a detailed operation screen that presents cancellation of recording and/or 
confirmation of presetting as a method of operation when a program state of a 
selected related program is the state in which presetting for recording has already 
been made (claims 12 and 26); and 

- a detailed operation screen that presents presetting for recording as a method of 
operation when a program state of a selected related program is a state in which 
presetting for recording has not been made yet (claims 13 and 27). 

However, Young teaches analogous art that includes: 

- displaying an icon indicating a program state associated with each piece of 
related information on a program-related information page (claims 9 and 23) [Fig. 
23; col. 5, line 40- col. 6, line 17, Fig. 2-3]; 

- a detailed operation screen that presents erasure of record as a method of 
operation when a program state of a selected related program is a state in which 
program contents have already been recorded (claims 11 and 25)[see Fig. 23 
and related portions of specification]; 

- a detailed operation screen that presents cancellation of recording and/or 
confirmation of presetting as a method of operation when a program state of a 
selected related program is the state in which presetting for recording has already 
been made (claims 12 and 26)[ see Fig. 23 and related portions of specification]; 
and 
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- a detailed operation screen that presents presetting for recording as a method of 
operation when a program state of a selected related program is a state in which 
presetting for recording has not been made yet (claims 13 and 27)[see Fig. 23 
and related portions of specification, col. 5, line 56- col. 6, line 17; Fig. 2-3]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify McCoskey to include displaying an icon indicating a 
program state; a detailed operation screen that presents erasure of record as a method 
of operation when a program state of a selected related program is a state in which 
program contents have already been recorded, cancellation of recording and/or 
confirmation of presetting as a method of operation when a program state of a selected 
related program is the state in which presetting for recording has already been made 
and presetting for recording as a method of operation when a program state of a 
selected related program is a state in which presetting for recording has not been made 
yet, as taught by Young. 

The ordinary skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify McCoskey per 
the above for the purpose of providing an intuitive user interface that allows users to 
access onscreen television program listings and use the listings easily and conveniently 
to facilitate program recording (Young, see Field of Invention). 
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Referring to claims 14 and 28, the combination of McCosl<eyA'oung discloses 
that the detailed operation screen presenting section presents a plurality of methods for 
presetting for recording (Young, see Fig. 23 and related portions of specification). 



Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheryl M Shechtman who can be reached on (571 ) 272- 
4018. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for 
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the organization wliere tliis application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 

applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 

information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 

more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 

have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 

Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Cheryl M Shechtman/ /Wilson Lee/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 21 69 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 21 63 

November 5, 2008 



